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hich is described in this number of

the Journal reflects the annual Summer migration to slightly

warmer lands and often larger caves. The beginnigg of the neyw
academic year has brought its technical problems in the productigy

of this issue; several promised articles having as yet not ap-

peared.

Most of the caving W

gain in full swing it is hoped
1lied into recording their ex-
itions.

With the university term a
that potential authors can be bu
periences on paper for future ed

Further copies of the Journal may be obtained from R. C,
Lethbridge, Zoology Department, Imperial College, Prince Consort
Road, London, S.W.7., at 1s. g4 inc. p. and p., or 5s. 6d. for
one year's subscription. This address will change in July, 1968
and will club librarians please note this change from last year's.
While the Journal will soon sell out, the Tackle Iists Supplement
~ in the last edition will always be available s, 3d. (inc. p.

" p.) from Hon. Sec., I.C. Caving Club, Imperial College Union,
‘ ,91).,.' $.W.7.

gb CCommittees 1967-68
B

' Road, London, S.W.3.



TO HELL AND BACK? OR THE
BERGER EXPEDITION ..

ﬁ-ﬁThis_summer two members of London University, Tony Waltham
(I.C.C.C.) and Julian Coward (U.C.L.5.5.) went on the 1967 Ixpedi-
tion to the Gouffre Berger in France. The Gouffre Berger now ranks
as the second deepest cave in the world (after the Pierre Saint-

Martin) and is about 3,700 f-et deep. It is situated a few kilo-
meters north-west of Grenoble. :

e The expedition was led by Ken Fearce who had been to the
Gogifre Berger four times before. The object of the expedition
Aich was only partially achieved this year, was to explore past

De sumps and attempt to get through to the resyrgence at
RRERege., '

. A good description of the cave down to Camp II (see gurvey)
n in the book '"1000 metres down' (by Cadoux and others)

tells of the exploration by the French. The cave was dis-
ed in 1953 by Jo Berger after whom it is named. The French

eral cxpeditions down the cave in the next years and in
@ depth of 985 metres but were stopped at the
ane Shaft. In 1956 an international expedition reached
 syphon at a surveyed depth of 1130 metres (3723 feet).
veral expeditions attenmpted to get to the bottom but
id a British team led by F. Salt reach the sump. In
e led an expedition to dive the first sump which he
. long followed by 100 feet of stream passage
The other divers on this expedition could or
o Fearce did not fancy the second sump. In
th tempt to dive the sumps but bad weather
en reaching the bottom. Due to flooding
out thrce days below-the Grand Cascade
‘in the canals. Fortunately both parties
and managed to wait in a relatively
necessity of having a reliable tele-
cavers of the onset of bad weather.

made attempts to reach the

1967 three expeditions were
eam descending in July; a party
g in August. When we

, the Italians had got two

a non-British team had

al team descended in
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Pearce's Expedition this year was one of the best organised
and best equipped expeditions that have ever attempted the cave,
There were about thirty members on the Dxpedition of whom only
twenty-two were to go down the cave (the rest were the surface
party) and four of these were divers. The remaining cavers were
there mainly to carry equipment up and down the cavel  Unfortu-
nately the cave entrance was about a mile and a half from the road
and the surface camp that we used over a mile from the road, so
we spent the first two days carting equipment from the road to the
camp and from the camp to the cave. And a lot of equipment there
was: almost three tons of it in all. Tony and I had arrived at
the camp about a day after the rest of the expedition but even then
there was a lot of kit to be carted around. We spent Tuesday,
8th August, setting up camp and sorting out kit to take down the
cave. On the 9th August, we were ready for our first trip down the
. cave to take tackle as far as possible in a day. Unfortunately I
was not feeling too well that day and so did not go down.  However,
bout twenty did, leaving in small groups around noon. Very spas-
ically we heard from the underground party on the telephone, but
ere using the old Italian telephone line which was not in a
ood condition. The last we heard from them on the telephone
Garby's which they reached in the early evening.

heard from them at 7.0 the following morning when they
7 the entrance to say they would be back at camp in a few
wildly scrambled about and started to prepare a large
~ty returned at intervals, but by nine they were all
sum enjoying or otherwise the stew and endless
hey had done a very good job, and had in
the tackle to camp I and some of it

> 4

had turned up at camp

r, the three of us set

~ The top part of the cave
there any dry ones, in

~although there

4o')., However,

1iniscent of

eﬁé the |




2ANT0d _SURVEY of the GOUFFRE BERGER.
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bottom« However, on the way we stopped to -do the Radio-location
fixes. Radlo-locatlon is a method by which it is possible to find
the position on the surface of the radlo-locatlon unit in the cave,
By surveylng the surface point back to the entrance a check van be
made on an underground survey of the .cave, On the expedition we
hoped to use the radio-location device right down to the sump and
possible through it, so that the position of the sump on the survey
could be confirmed, ' Unfortunately we were picking up a lot of
interference from some power lines and due to this we found it was
not possible to use the unit below the balcony.

‘We got out of the cave at about midnight after a twelve hour
= very engoyable mainly because Pearce was not there. Was
s to be our last enjoyable trip down the cave?

At six the next morning (the 11th) we were rudely awoken

ce and after a good but quick breakfast started to get ready

eﬁn the wave. I watched various people get ready and counted

rs as the more experienced people were putting them on. The

on had obtained some combinations made of '"baby-nappy' material,
vene b01ler suits, and new light weight dry-suits, and so

sed much alike down the cave! As usual we did not wear

or the upper part of the cave as one need not get wet above

equipment such as food, cookers, plates, etc. were

in large yellow fibre-glass boxes which were donated
n Manchester. Most caving kit and all personal gear
Lkit-bags and so I spent some time in getting all

d sleeping bag in several polythene bags! These
ong with an air bed and my dry-suit into a kit-
ady to go.

st sign of trouble. Four members said
the cave again. And these were not just
the Berger twice before and all were
n for dissent is unclear but the
bly the tragedy at Mossdale with

on were very closely connected.
d with the way the expedition was
earce's callousness. Person-
Lleadership by Pearce, but

‘ready to go down. AL
ficient sleeping

ged that the
leep while the
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- vacated our sleeping bags, had some breakfast or was it supper
, (all meals were the same anyway - soup, stew, cake and milo) ang
i then spent the morning carting kit down the cave. One of the group
; suddenly said that he was going out of the cave., He reckoned he
was extremely unfit and didn't know what he was letting himself in
for. We thought it was an isolated incident but when we got back
to camp I we found another had woken up early &nd was changing to
g0 out. It seemed to be catching ! The main party woke up finally
and we had a breakfast cum lunch (soup, stew, cake and milo) and
continued to move the mountains of kit down the cave. Two more
people then went out, which was too many. We were then left with
thirteen people but with kit for twenty and so we held a council
of war. Finally we decided, rather prematurely as it turned out,
that it was not worth going on as there was little hope of reaching
the sump, let alone diving it. All the kit that had so labouriously
been carried in was arried back up the cave, After a long hard
grind we reached the oottom of Aldo's shaft and heard on the tele-
~ phone that it had been raining for the past hour. This was not
L at this point in the cave but could make the pitches
We were waiting at the bottom of Aldo's when suddenly
became quite a large stream down the 140' pitch. Those
ind their dry suits donned them and some hurried up in
cessfully to keep dry. The kit was left more
we all hurried out to be greeted on the
camp, soup, stew .i.e.. b

rg and so some
the cave as pos-
s and to take
of us set off
new we all
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:2eo?§§§°mgi: A magnificent wroup of stalactites (the ones that are
W Horey gno Ographed). We could only stop a moment here as we had
B bl unt‘i eyond.the Hall of 13 the passages are very well dec-
1l you again meet the stream at the canals. These gre
mostly passages with water up to your waist and after a few hundred
yards you walk out at Coufinades Hall. Here we decided to leave some
of our kit as bad weather had been forcasted on the telephone and
s0 we wanted to be at camp before it struck. We went on to The
CascaQes. In an effective dry-suit these are very enjoyable and
sporting rather like an enlarged version of the upper Swildons
streamway, with the water falling over many drops of five to ten
feet, wh}ch are free climbed except three of them. The largest
?ascade in this section is Claudines, which is about 50 feet. This
-”;nvolves some acrobatics to get on to the ladder as it is held away
from the water by a long steel maypole. Soon after this there is
' ther suall pitch and then Camp II. At Camp II we saw the friendly
ht of the Pegasus Tent. Three of the Pegasus had come down before
ut when we got to camp they were further down the cave. The next
ning (Thursday) we returned to Coufinades Hall to collect the kit
left there and when we got back to camp we found the three
S were going down to the sump that day. Three of us went down
em. The Pegasus set off first and we were to follow with
tackle that was being brought down from Camp I. It took a
%ime coming but finally we were able to move off. It is hard to
ow large the Berger is unless you have been there. Nothing
d compares with the size of the cave, and this is especially
e Grand Canon which is gigantic. You go down it on a ledge
1t hand side, with a large drop on one side of you. Luckily
. fairly wide and safe. Soon we came to Gaches Shaft and
;}ittle cascade pitches and the Grand Cascade. This is a
ch, but it is strung out m the walls of the shaft with
the ladder out of the water. DMonkey Pitch is surprisingly
gifficulty being a dicey traverse at the top. And so
last pitch, Hurricane. I thought this was going to be
f the cave as I had heard stories that is it 200
In fact it is 140' and dry all the way ! No
‘Aldo's. At the bottom of the pitch you descen
ers to a fine bit of dreamway. Two large
jown here, making this bit of streamway very
r several hundred yards the water starts
finally you are swimming. The cave
ve dragged ourselves out onto a
us - and very inviting it looked
ream, the underwater passage
e scum on the surface. We all
ed dry-suits, had a snack,
and then started back.
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: Hurricane was certainly more difficult on the way out than
coming, as were all the other pitches. We arrived finally back

at camp, tired but elated after a ten hour trip from Camp back to

camp

Whilst we were in the lower part of the cave a party of six
including Pearce had come down to Camp IT from the surface but
they were all asleep when we returned.,

We fumbled for our pits and were soon asleep. 4 few hours
later the rest of our group got up and prepared to go down to the
bottom. The three of us stayed in our pits and were still there
eighteen hours later ! What was the point of getting up into the
cold and damp when there was nothing to do!? We did however, get
up for a few minutes to sece the party go off to the bottom. A
party from Pegasus set off soon after, also heading for the bottom.
They were all away for about twelve hours, and we did manage to
get up for a few minutes when they returned !

They had had an enjoyable trip to the sump, which Pearce
- had dived. At the time he would tell us nothing at all of what
he had found past the sump ~ a bit rough for us when we had
carried his bottles and diving gear all the way down. But what
could we do, we were just his pack-horses,

~ The next morning (Saturday) we started off up the cave.

e ing as much food as was left we set off - craftily

ew hours before Pegasus so that they had to de-ladder !

“having no food to take out there was still a very

e Most of the way we were able to chain

r the canals we earh carried a large
tle food there, but luckily

ir catering - and so we

e spent the night at Camp

the st lled surface
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iﬁ;ﬁih?" he said. I gave him a blank stare, untied and went to
the 25 peop}e‘wbo had ‘pulled so well behind Barney !

Then I was in daylight - all the trees looked greener, the

sky bluer and the earth browner. It was good to go down, but even
better to be out.

For some unknown reason I was up very early the next morning,

and we spent that day lying in the sun and wondering what was
through the sump. The rest of the week was also spent in enforced
idleness with occasional t rips to attempt to bottom Grenoble or
Sassenage. All the kit was gradually and painlessly taken up to
to the car-park, and finally on Friday I was dragged up there !
And we waited for the coach to arrive. And waited and waited. On
Saturday we were still waiting. Apparently it had broken down in
England and the coach driver and owner had spent a day mending it.
Eventually it arrived on Saturday, and we were home an Sunday.

All in all we had had an enjoyable expedition. I think

e appears to do the cave the hard way, as on our trip we

- had more than 12 hours caving a day, and moved from camp to
nice and easily. We still only spent 6% days on the attempt.
t I can gather, on previous trips Pearce has twenty hour
ur hours sleep) and still takes two weeks to get down,
ness the expedition collapsed early on'!

pefore we left for England Pearce condescended to tell
- found through the sump. He passed the first sump
et to a 100 feet of stream passage and then entered

This was very long - about 300 feet. He came :

- bedding plane about six feet between the two sides.

es for about 100 yards dropping gradually ito a

Pearce estimates that the drop in the

50 feet, and so the total known drop

t8 100 feet. If we add this figure to

 (over 3700 Feet) we find the cave

world. Gratifying, but open to

of the area the heights of the
syrgence at Sassenage (330

hat the difference in heights

@pth of the Berger is over : ‘
st certainly it is the

- cave should show the |
tunately that the Berger |
£in, It is inter-

feet below the

the entrance.
he Berger?
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Boating in the Krizna Jama

‘ y : f Postojna in Northep
Situated a few miles east o d
% ‘ Yugoslavia, the Krizna Jama has been famous for over
tol
‘ |
g
t

) & hungp
years for its unique system of water galleries.

. Almost the whoy,
of the two mile long main streamway consists of a Continyg,g Suof
cession of long lakes. This ngust i oeged to Visit tpe Save
together Roger Graham of M.U.S.S. and two friends of his, G5
main difficulty is getting keys for the gated entrance, t,,, e
knew a man in Postojna who knew some cavers in Rakek Who oy

. G ew
& caver in Stari Trg who had a key and was willing tgo come 54y,
B - o

Sited at the end of a good grave
into very thick woods, the entran

‘Tises a few hundred yards away.

1 road which pene
C€ archway is qp
Straight insige

trates
Yy as the

was a
descending phreatic passage about 8§01 high ang wide,
'ath led us on past various large ang Small sige
”éwfaf et pointed out to yg and one gjg4,
A cently carved series of phreatic riftg
ut 1 e came to the fipgt lake,
was a drought) but the watep

80 upstrean,

from the hair dozen which
& wide sandy beach, ang

- paddling away. From here
‘high and wige and is
first we had to Cross a

€8 stretched on f.r up
f the passage dropped
| to navigate between
in the water but often
th the roof only
kes were boulder
‘boats. This was the

"én‘a beach and '
ch (plum brandy) !
. After a few
dy floor dotted
caster-
nslizz i 100'
tes. However,
ook us to the
atiful under-
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ground scenes. The chamber was half filled with a hug*

pile and we left the boats at its base and climbed upe.

were guarded by massive pillars and the water flowed
edge over a series of rapids and gours, dodging in anc
the forest of stalagmites.

Unfortunately we now had to return for we were a
the entrance, even though the lakes do continue as far

~ unforgetable memories that makes caving different from

BB Rl ok k. kK

REVIEW - N.P.C. JOURNAL
Summer 1967 40 pp Price 7/6

first large edition of the Northern
 for four years, and it is devoted to
e club., Of the ten articles, eight
though C.R.G. grades are not given

the
=

e and little work was

no boglders were to be seen for it was covered in flow:
on this were hundreds of white stalegmites, 5'-30' hig
the roof hung beautiful curtains and stalactites, whil:

the view back as we re-crossed the lake provided one o'

t report is the Gingling Hol-
the old terminal chamb-
required to
f the system, naviga.
kend. It appears t-»

ral pitches and fi:
parate sumps ma-
ccess to each ic by a dif-
itude within the cave

~ boulder

Almost

stone and

.o Eron

the walls
und the

out between

mile from
again. Buc
those

anything

“altham

ennine Clu:
original
re illus-

gor all of

extension,
e s

le. The
be

e forma-
% the
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It is extremely refreshing t0 ﬁead afjgﬁrna}liﬁllid with gig.
coveries, however small, instead of run;obi i;mt if ﬁ ub news,
outings and meetings. It is only regrettable that 1t has taken gq
long to prepare.

B0, 1.,

***m#******

Pindus Expedition 1967

the expedition took to the
m film cassettes of im-
he village of Aghios
. The village, noted for
allows very reasonable
e Pindus mountain
‘main of Jurassic lime-
“ip the central meta-
situated in the valley
rm of alternating
.ded gorges. Aghios
was the area sur-

ounding area com-
' two of which in-
s were made.
of a former large
etc., the most
feet wide and
i The caves
former large
during the wet
m¢ Several
nger active,
attempted,
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str?am floor. Although no large system was entered in the area :
8 sizeable system must exist within the hill behind Aghios Georgios
in order to accommodate this stream.

Having failed to find anything worthwhile at Aghios Georgios
t?e expedition moved north to investigage caves on the Kastritsa
Ridge near Toannina. This ridge was composed. of Jurassic limestone
and was one of three such ridges protruding through the floor of
the alluvial lake flat of Lake Ioannina. The northern ridge, the
_?erama Ridge contains a very large, well decorated show cave ex-
ending from near the top of the ridge down to the water table, a
tical distance of about 250'. South of this ridge, another
11 ridge, situated in the middle of Lake Ioannina, displayed
the surface many signs of former caves, i.e. sink holes and
"' flowstone etc. and one large cave was found, passing
gtally into the hillside at the level of the water table.
owever, became too tight to follow after about 80 feet
s only 37" deflated !)

Kasthdtsa Ridge is the most southerly of the ridges, and
hat the expedition centred its activities. Again
blocked sink holes were found on the summittogether
es and potholes of varying sizes. The largest,
was situated near a monastery on the summit of

ot consisted of a large chamber, largely filled
m which a crawl led to a very well decorated
which in turn led to a 30' pitch into an
This stream passage choked up within a
3l inhabitants mentiored a possible 2
this pot and a large horizonatal

of the ridge, but this was not

che holes found were merely rifts
tance of the entrance.

ank near the foot of the
Also near the foot of
ing from between boulders,
stem within the hill.
ng 15 ton boulders

small hole,
which was
- Following
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50! from the oamp #ite. This was dnuonuduq ?y r”“ BOOt and o,
found to be a 110! shaft of & glothes pog formation, both nryy
: garth floor. Just hoefor, 4
16

(or loge) being blind and having an o
descended, Roger wan {nformed that two weeks previously n scigi,,
ol inus pin, down the shaft and iy Sy

had thrown a live grenade, m |
failed to explode, Roger, however did Hut”hnn the bomb, posip),
because he rofused to get of { the ladder. u?Vupml shatts of ,
sigos wore investigated, the largost belng 120' deop. 1411 of
were, however, choked at the bottom.

Vg ¢

g

Lhomeg

haft was located but not dosc ,g.,

Near Hlefotopas, a large ®
vl 8 oxcood 280 foot.

This hole was plumbed and found to

neighbouring village, Aspragholl, a seasonsl spein,
ated at the request of the villagers. A horizonta]
level of the watertable wao revealed involving four
ng for over 650 feet and containing inter-

Ch expedition were disappointing
luf?t the general feeling anong
b 1t", From the findinge of

appdly rather meagre, it ic
k to be done in kpinco
ble potential.

G. Fldridge

cal limestone cliff.
ave and it is then
r Julian Coward and
dry upper scries.

bout 50' wide

r weather only 2

cularly.

the sump and
‘up to the top
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A amall atream coming in on the left llowed over an immense boss
and disappeared among the boulders,but then it wam more olambering
over the great chaom, Soon we came to the decorated part and it
wag well worth the vialt, BPlrat a great serles of aotive gour
pools spread right aoross the passage and the whole left wall was
gleaming white onleite covered by a thin film of water. We climbed
on up more gour banka 8-10' high and came to a zone of huge stalag=
mites littered over the boulders. [Then at the top of a rise we
looked down on a chamber strewn with these fine lormations, many
over 15' tall perched on a llowotone covered mams of boulders and
making a vory fine view. This chamber is well over half a mile in
and 18 the best turning point for a pleasant three hour trip.

We carried on for a bit but the formations diminished and
he boulders increased, the largest was a good 50' across. We

n't quite reach the point about a mile in where the stream is
rain but from here on the IFrench have emplored upstream for
le8 to a tight sump and apparently this is a very sporting,

A, C, Waltham

™R R W W W W kW

e ES AND NEWS

ixplored after digging by N.5.G. and others.
ep with four ladder pitches.

lixploration achieved by abseiling and

r and St, Cuthberts a 600' long cave.

w mile long cave consisting of
»c. D.nd BlE.c. (June)

ery, south of Meregill. Joys

ch., between St, Cuthberts
ghort main passage.

for siting new




Washfold
Gingling
St. Cuthberts
St. Cuthberts




