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EDITORIAL

n in the air now for a few yea

to feel the effects of it¥ Tﬁ: ;ggtat lagt
noticeable of these has been the recent change in size of
caving publicationse This has probably occured due to a Scsever
of Imperial sized paper rather than a desire to metricate areity
almost all the publications st111l quote distances in feet 221
Tt is a pity that the only readily available metric paper sj Ve
are M and A5, the former too large and the latter too SMallzgs
a reasonable sized caving publication. This journal is Produoggr
on B5 paper, an intermediate metric size, and the ludicrosity of
the supply situation 1s seen when we have to admit to having t,
buy Quarto size paper and cutting it down 7o BSe No wonder cavepg

are not willing to change.

Metrication has bee
cavers are begimning

Tt has been argued that the foot is an ideal unit for caving; but
surely the decimetre is a better unit for surveying to, especially

when distances are quoted exactly. How of ten does one see the
term "a 40° pitch®, this usually means anvwhere between 35 and
know it is between

45 feet, by calling it a 12m pitch at leas® we

11.5 and 12.5m - at least a 100% improvorionts

Metrication is here to stay, all scient’ifiz publications have
= of these have always

been metricated for some years now and I
been metric. This was one of the first caving journals to

metricate it would be a good thing for caving if the others
did too.
Re.Bowsere.

Many thanks to all the contribuiors for their articles and to
the IC Geology Department for the SUrveySe

R.J.Bowsor, Chemical Engineering

In addition to the Editor,
S,W,7 the following can supply

Deptes Imperiszl College, Loncoune
copies of this journal:

Horton-in-Ribblesdale, Settle, Yorkshire.

Pen-y-ghent Cafe,
Combwich, Bridgewater, Somerset.

Bryan Ellis, "Knockauns®,

Subscriptions (60p. per 4 copies inc. post) should be sent to

Rog Bowser.

Cover photo: Juniper Gulf, Last pitch by-pass by Tony Waltham.
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YORKSHIRE CAVING A LONG TIME AGO

T well remember my first visit to the caves of Yorkshire - it

was 413,000 years ago.

Engiand was a very different place then. The landscape was
really very pleoasant thouch more subdued than it is now. Tho
summits of the Pennines rose to over 1000m but as a rolling
upland arva - not the dissected mountains we know today. And
it was cold. Groat ice caps in Scotland and on tho Lake
Disteict wore oxpanding siowly; the witch doctors were telling
tales of woo - of "Ico Ages™ when great glaciors would swoeop

across tho country.

T rofloctod upon all this as I journoyod north to Ingletown
whoro I mot my guide for the wockend - Frod Flintstono. Frod
wolcomod mo warmly and wo sot off straight away wp the gontlo

slopes north of the vill agee

"o 11 stay tonight in tho club hut," said Frod,"its only a
fow milos from hore at Braida Grot which is in tho Kings Valloy
and you'll soo some of tho sights of tho Ponnines ou the waye"

No moro than an hour’s walk and at last we had limestone
benoath our foot. Wo stood at the oxit to the wide shallow
Kings Valloy. It was floored by limostono and thore was no
rivor rumning down it; Braida Grot stood on the valley floor
halfway along its longth. Each side tho slopes rose gently

and wo couid cloarly see the top of the limestone no more than
55m abovoe tho valloy floore. Above were ondless slopes of shale

and sandstonoe

*ho ecavos aro all round the edge of tho valloy®™, said Frod as
wo walkod siowly alonge. ™All the stroams sink whon thoy meot

- "3 s . L3

2




T e i R o el N ek o e il o e i

tho limostono; and just look at this...® Wo roundod , Bl

and bolow us lay a hugo deop pool with tho entire rivep ;fr
flowing out.orf it, though no wator entorod it. ™., A1 ¢ e
stroams como badk té the surface hore at Thornton "Sprin ’
limostono oxtonds a long way bolow the valley floor, ani. tThO
wators flow at doop lovels, unito and rise to tho surface :O
That pool is at loast 30m doep but our plumb lincs havg nOVOro,
roached tho bottome. Thoro that fault wove just crossed, thoor
Craving Fault, has caused tho spring bocause its not limost,
to tho south of it." "

T was suitably improssed as wo walked up to tho Braida Grot
hut. Wo rotirod oarly that night, first packing somo bags of
oquipmont for thc morrow - a couple of spare reoindecr sking
(for tho caves wore vory cold), a jar of woad in caso we had
to got wot, hoathor sprigs dipped in tallow to light owr way
benoath tho ground, and a bag full of borrios - for the

sustanenco of tho inner mane.

Soon aftor daybroask next morning wo walkoed up the easy slope
on the wostorn side of the valley to whoro there was a broad
boneh at tho top of tho limestone. It was hard walking, for
ovorywhoro fho- surfaco was jaggoed broken blocks: of limestono =
almost no soil, and no clean rock surfacos; just ondless
brokon stonos. Groygarth Hi1l loomed above us as we walkoed
across tho limostonc bench to whoro a stroam flowod down off
tho shalos. All tho wator cascadod down a groat opon hole at
tho odgo of tho limeostone. The walls of this shaft were cloan

and a little undorcut, a magnificent spectacloe

"Rowting Bye Holo, we call this ono®, said Frod, "We've beon
down it in poriods of drought, but its only 49m down tho ono
groat rift to a lako. Wo couldrt soo tho bottom of it - tho
shaft walls continued straight down and tho wator lovel

- : -l -
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samo as at Thornton Spring, so thero's not much hope.”

Wo loft tho roaring cascado of Rowting Eyo Holo behind as wo
walkod along tho hillsido to tha south wost, past somo tiny

sinking stroams until wo camo to anothor large stroam.

“Now this is a poculiar one®™, musod Frod, as wo walkod up to

a roomy cavo ontrance whore the stroam flowed gontly into tho
limostone. "This stroam is Swinstow Bock and wo call this cave
Turfors Ropo Pot. Its noct vory long bocauso thore’s only a fow
motros of passago down a serios of cascades thon it rounds a
cornor and drops down a 30m shaft and a short passage to a
rathor small sump. Now, we put somo dyo in hero not long ago -
we uso driod mammoth blood - and of corse it proved tho
connection to Thornton Spring. But two days aftor wo put tho
dye in, a party was down Rowting Eyo and tho wator in tho lake
thoro was a palo rod colour. So at loast some of the wator gzoes
600m up tho valo, prosumably at high lovel, and only thon joins
the Rowting Byo wator on its journey to greator depths, and
thon a couple of kilomotres back down the valley to Thornton
Spring. ™

From thore wo walkod wostwards over tho slopes of Groygarthe
Tho viows worc fino and the air was bracing. Wo thought wo had
the folls to oursolvos but as wo crossod the shouldor of
Greygarth wo saw threo old mon further up on tho ridgo. Thon

wo doscondod again to the limostone on Luck Foll, for theoro lay
tho eave which wo woro to oxploro that day - lost Jacks® Hole.

"Wo°11l look around tho foll this afternoon®, said Fred,"but
lot’s go down to the cave first - woe'll only be a couple of
houns.™ Wo oach dommed an extra skin; then, lighting up our
tallow soakod torchos wo walked down tho stroambed and through

a narrow slot into the underground world, The passage was only
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just wido onough for comfortable travel, though it
as Noa

3m high. Tho stroam flowod smoothly over the polisheq o rly
Q

floor and we followod a winding courso for somo hundpeqg Stong
s
motros. Thoro woro fow stalactites unfortunatoly. Byt . of
a
point T noticod a small proportion of tho stroam leakip Ohg
i g off

undor tho loft hand wall.

Frod oxplainod about this,"wo think tho wator goos down i
to a sorios of floodod caverns below tho wator table. Oy

wator divinor has locatod a sories of parallel wator filleq
rifts just wost of hero - wo’vo callod them Domo, Contipeq,

and Battleaxe rifts.®

loro narrow moandoring streamway - desconding vory gently ang
noarly all with its roof in ono bedding plano - and wo then
camo to a junction. We had arrived down the largest passago .
South Inlet it was called and on our right a smaller stream
added its flow to ours; but its passage soon divided upstroam
into impossibly smell tributaries. Tho main downstream cave
from tho junction was called Short Drip Cavern and we walkod
sido by side down its magnificont canyon passage. The
ocecasional cascade gave tho improssion of desconding to tho
dopths on our long subtorranoan journey, but then wo saw
chinks of daylight coming in from tho roof. Climbing over a
fow broakdown blocks we arrived at tho sump. It was deep;
tho walls disappoarcd straight down into the water and tho
thin shafts of light from high overhoad gave it an ocorie

appoarances

“Gravel sump and thats tho ond of tho cave®, ‘said Frod, "look
at that roof - ono day this lot will bo open to the surfaco.

Wo can’t get out here, but not to worry, thero’s an inlot not

far upstroam.® And suro enough a hundred metros or SO upstroalt

wo climbed round a cormeor, along a short dry roof passago



aand up a narrow shaft to the surfaco and daylight onco moroe

The sun was stlll high so Fred persuadod me to take another
slight divorsion beforo our roturn to Braida Grot. First ho
startod searching about on tho limestone not far from whoro
wo had regainod the surface. At last, "Ovor horo™. Frod
pointod down to a narrow rift, only a fow inchos wide in tho
bedrocke Ho bockonod mo to put my ocar to tho crack, and thon
I hoard this dull rumbiing far below - the noisoc of a great

cave rivers

*Como on thoro’s botter over here®, called Frod as ho walked
ovor a slight riso to a huge, roaring, spray filled shaft -

a truly magnificont spoctaclo.™Now this is Rumble Pot®™, ho
said, ®5m deop but its sumped at the bottom. Tho water drains
out down tho foll, and we think its tho same that you heard in
Doad Hoad Rift - the rift you listened in at, bocause its on
tho samc fault.®

This awosome shaft was a grand finale to my day on the limostone
of Groygarth. "o walked slowly back ovor the hill to arrive at
Braida Grot just as dusk crept round us, and well timed for our

ovoning ropaste

It was lator that ovoning and Fred had boon outside for a
momont, coming back inside ho said, ™ts getting really cold,

T rockon wo've got an Ico Ago coming up.™ Ho was quiot in
thought for a momont and then wont on: "you know, I think"

(for Frod was a vory porcoptivo follow) ™that an ice ago would
bo a vory good thing for this areca. It would decpen the valloys
and drain out all the lower parts of tho caves, so those great
flooded tunnols would lie open for oxploration. But then
porhaps boulder clay would obscure many of the entrances.

-7 =




T said, Tyou're right. Perhaps ovon many of tho cayqg

WUNyeo T,
washod in glacial dobris. On tho othepe

may got blockod by hanq
though, tho ico might cloan away & lot of this broken rock o

the folls and loave some cloan smooth limostone pavementg, e

Wo sat back rominiscing and supping our ale. "Anyway®, wo
agrood, Mho cavos would certainly bo differont after a

glaciation.™

Anon.

TMPERIAL COLLEGE EXPEDITION TO THE HIGH ATTAS 1971

The objoct of tho expedition was to oxplore an arca in the

High Atlas noar Midelt for caves, tho rosult of this was

publishod in tho last journal.

Afteor two wecks in that arca we docidod to go the woll known
arca of Taza in the Middle Atlas. Herco we onjoyod sovoral trips
down tho Chikkor and Friouata which were tho objoctive of tho
1969 British oxpodition to Morocco. Unfortunatoly those systems
aro still not comnected aftor inteonsivo effort, though it is
obvious from tho survoy that thoy aro part of tho samc systom.
In this rogion wo survoyod two caves bolioved to have been
discovorod by Shoffiold University in 1967 but for which thore
are no publishod surveys. We also looked at soveral other
1ikoly openings without much successe Howovor tho arca is
riddlod with sinks and small cavos and thore must bo plenty of
opportunity for furthor exploration.

Aftor throe wooks in this area we decidod to tour around tho
southern flank of tho High Atlas and to look at one or two
likoly looking arcas, ospocially in tho gorgos of Todra and

.
<
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tadoss Tho Todra Gorgo is oasily accessible and occurs in
limestono of tho samo age as that at Taza., It is an impressivo
gorgo about twico as high as Cheddar and with completoly
vortical sidos. Horo unfortunately wo found tho locals somowhat
unfriondly and catoring for tho rich Amorican tourist, also

wo encounterod a hoavy rainstorm (who said it novor rains in
Horocco) which rosultod in us boating a soggy rotreoat beforo
tho gorge floodod. Howovor tho aroa lookod promising and would
pay furthor attontion. Wo wore unablo to got much further
inland with our vohiclo - 35cwt Ford Transit, but a truck or
four whool drive could do a complote circuit from Dodra to
Dades. Unfortunately wo couwld not geot far onough up the Daces
to find the gorge thereo,

Thore was no furthor limostone along tho southorn flank of the
Atlas to Marrakosh, and from there wo travellod NE to Benti
Uollal aroa whoro wo stopped for a fow days at the artificial
lako bohind tho Bin ol Oudane dam. Hero unfortunately with our
time and monoy running out, a large cool lakc and a hot sun
distracted us from our oxploring. Howoveor the hills rise
stocply off tho plain at Afourer where the geological map shows
rocks of Lowor Lias. Further explorations in this urca may bo
rowardod.

There aro many outcrops of Lowor Lias in the Middle Atlas to tho
NE of Beni Uollal which would prove intoresting. According to
our rosoarchos and convorsation with locals no other caving
oxpodition had boon in tho High Atlas. With its rolativoly

oasy accossibility by Land Rover or truck T am sure othor
oxpoditions could find rowardiﬁg arcas in the Atlas mountains.

L, Tunbridge.




TROU DES TROIS SOEURS

This was namod and explored by tho 1967 Shoffiold oxpenyy,

but no survey has beon publishod. The cave is situat()d-o ilon
ridgo botwoon tho sumits of Kat ol Khars and tho g, Tin: the
above Bab Bou Idir. Tho entrance is in tho sido of 4 1,, mot,
shakoholo about 30m wido. It is rolativoly small, bt iroﬂ

1m wido. 90m of laddor aro roquired with a long bolay 1‘;0 soy
bouldors in tho shakoholo. mo

Tho pot is in rolatively good limestono and fluting on tho
walls suggests that its origin was by orosion by water. Tng
survoying was facilitatod by ledges at rogular 15m intervals,
The uppor part of theo pot is quito large but not quito vortical
and tho laddor was on tho wall most of the way down.

At tho bottom tho shaft is quite constricted whore a small sidq
shaft loads off the bottom of tho main shaft. This leads to a
bouldor choko in tho bottom which was found to bo impassablo

and would bo vory difficult to clear.

The dopth was survoyoed at 9im, thoro boing no sido passagos.
A11 tho laddor was against tho wall excopt for about 9m which

was froo. Howovor tho abundance of lodgos mado tho climb quito

oasye

L. Tunbridgo.

THE TROU D°ANAFFED

This cave lios soveral kilomotros SW of Bab Bou Idir, and is
markod ontho map as a stroam sink., It can be approached to

ost
within 200m by road (proforably Land Rovor). The cave waé firs

- 10 -
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oxplerod in 1967 by Shofficld University but not surveyed, and

had since romainod undeoscoended until our arrival.

Wo sot off on Thursday 26th August without a map in soarch of

tho cavo, sovoral hours olapsod boforo we woro askod by a local
if wo wore looking for tho cavo. Ho thon oscortod us ovor a small
h1ll to a dry stroam bed which torminatod in a shakoholo with a

largo black slit at tho bottome A fow rocks thrown down showod
tho ontranco pitch as boing quito largo.

Wo roturnod tho noxt day with the total oxpodition tackle, to

bo grootod by 40 or so intorosted locals. Tho pitch was

ladderod in tho aftornoon, (the dolay boing due to a punsturc)
and provod to be 108m deop giving a fino climb. The first 35m
was down a vory stoop slopo to a ledgo giving sufficiont room

for two poople to stand in comfort. Tho shaft now bocame vortical
and eliptical in soction with tho ladder hanging down tho wall

at onc ond iftor 20m or so tho shaft bocame suddenly widor, due
to intersecting anothor similar but wider shaft (tho large inlet)
and the ladder ovontually loft tho wall leaving a magnificont
last 30m susponded in a vast chamber. Littlo outside light
filterod to the bottom bocause of tho chango in diroction at

tho lodgo. Whilo othcoros wore desconding the pitch a tolophono
systom was sot up, which proved useful for giving diroctions to
tho lifclinors on the surfaco. At this stage tho SUSS telophone
wiro was uneoarthod and followed on down the cavo.

Tho way on from the entrance chambor is a small passago littored
" with troos, loading aftor a fow motres of stooping into a large
chambor with boulders covoring tho floors At tho othor ond the
roof gradually falls with bouldors almost blocking furthor
' progross, howovor a routo was soen dropping through the bouldors
and was followod for sevoral motres until a couple of crawls

- 11 =
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urdor boulders gave accoss to tho top of the Soe

Ond
Pl
this point tho tolephono wiro onded. Evoryone thon rOtteh. i
ontranco and tho oxodus bogan after ong of tho Tk Wneq t

rs t
roplaco’ bocauso of a slippod rung. While this g hag b%n ho
a routo into tho bouldor chambor was foung by o1 inby, g Dlﬂeo
largo lodge 10m abovo tho floor of the on g

> up
traneg Pty to
following a small moandering passago which loads ¢, "

’
into tho chambor (this was not doscendad), Mnothoyp = Pltgy,
£n

activeity was found in tho form of a fly SPray cap o thof SUsg
I(X‘g’(‘lo Q

a

18‘”80

In viow of tho timo taken in doscending ang as
it was docidod to loave tho laddors and OPos bolayeq
ledge, ramoving only the top section, Consequont]_y
noxt morning to a scene of dostruction. The loeals
in tho timo honourod practice of trundling*

oG tho pagy,

at thg
WO I‘Oturngd
had 1ndulg o

» and Svery MOVeak) o
rock (plus a fow immovable onoes and somg troos) in tho vicinit
y

of tho ontranco had boon hurlod to tho bottom causing
damago to our tackleo. Soveral hours lator wo managed
ard split into two groups,

the

cons:i.c‘.oz-abl0

O doscorg
one swrvoying and ong exploring.

The socond pitch is fairly constrictod at its top but opons out

after a lodgo giving an casy doscont onto a calecito floor which

drops away to form tho third pitch. The glittoring orange crystals

of this soction of the cave wore a wolcomo roliof from tho
somowhat muddy condition of the provious parts,

Tho caleite slopo bocomes stoopor in its 15m drop into a tight
vadose passagos This continuos for a fow motros until it shrinks
to a fow contimotros width which was assumed to be tho ond.

A short climb up at this point loads to a small chambor with

1o obvious oxit spart from a small holo in tho floor communicating

*rof. lly Cavos - N.Castoret p20 (Tamplo Pross)

- 15
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sith tho lowor Dassagos

- soction was loft laddored for tho surveying party and an
it mado. Tho survoying was progrossing woll but beocoming
o difficult in tho bouldor choko.

mor
No caving was dono on the noxt day bocause of tho necessity of
sonding tho van to Taza for potrol, howover Dave and I spont
an intorosting day oxploring tho hills bohind tho campsitoe.
Thosa show all tho usual karst foatures and have somo

intorosting looking holos.

iftor a fow days idlonoss overyono was koon to got down the cave
againe. Survoying was the ordor of the day with Dave and Paul
tackling the ontranco pitch whilo Miko, Lloyd and myself cdoing
tho main routo down. By the time we roached the second piich

wo folt quite oxhausted and mado our way out.

By this timo it was obvious that the surveying was not progrossing
as quickly as had boon hopod, consequontly tho next day was

spent on a trip down tho Chikkor. In tho ovening it was docided

to sond the mambors of the expedition who wereo not suffering from
dysentry to camp by tho cave until it was finished or they too
caught dysontry. Three days supply was thought to be sufficiont.

The noxt trip comprisod Iloyd, Andy and Dennis surveying and
Miko and I oxploring the bouldor choke. Soveral routes wore
followod to no obvious conclusion, and abandonod bocauso of
tightness or 1looso bouldors. Lloyd and Co found that the ‘ond’
of tho cave was in fact the top of a largo pitch but thoy wore
, unablo to entor bocause of the tight naturo of tho passageo. Tho
oxit was moro spoody than usual with all tho tacklo being loft

in placo. Lloyd discovorod a snako on tho entrance pitch ledgo

& 13 =




which ho managod to mistake at first fopr i carbideg 1

thoy aro supposod to bo camoflaged but,..)

amp
. (T know
Wo pitchod tho tont in the noarost convonient Place

wh
happonod to bo tho middle of tho road. This was OK un i

ti1 Jeam
whon somo Arabs on horses trippod over tho Uy wiros

Mike and T docidod to take a look at the fourth Piteh, apg

wo sot off noxt morning with all tho romaining laddep and th
survoying goars Wo spont some timo throading the laddop dowm 4
small holo and I sot off down. Tho tight section was only , Moty
or so long and thon tho pitch opens into a largo cross rift ’
giving a splondid froo climb of 20m to a lodgo, and a short
furthor drop to a bodding plane with a vadose tronch, This
dosconds stooply for 150m in a series of dry cascados until ,
sump is oncountorod. The sump offorcd no signs of boing shopt o
I survoyod my way back to the pitch and wo made our way out,
Tho rcst of tho aftornoon was spont in doladdering which Proved

to be a tiring job.

The total dopth of 228m makes tho Trou D®/naffod the second
decpost cavo in North Africa. Tho entranco pitch has some quite
intorosting lifeforms, choughs, frogs, lizards, a centipodo and
a snako boing obsorved, The cave is in two major sections, those
bring the entranco, bouldor choko section and tho lower seriocs.
Tho lower sorios is quite recont and was doubtloss formed aftor the
bouldor choko soction bocamo blocked. Thore is plonty of scopo for
oxtonsions in the boulder choke and good prospocts of a largo
} systom rivalling tho Chikker. The doscont is vory enjoyable and
nowhcro particularly difficult except at tho top of tho 4th pitche

A.J .Gilbort.
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KIRK_POT

though oxplored by the Rod Rose many yoars ago thero did not

soom to be a swrvoy availableo of Kirk Pot. Wo woro still oxploring
pippikin Holo in oarly summor 1970 and wore alroady looking for
pack doors, so ono Sunday Dave Cobley and Tony Waltham went for a
quick look at Kirk Pot and othor odds in Basogill.

What wo foun was a most impressive cave. Intorosting littlo rifts
and beddings in immaculatoly polishod rock lod us to an oasy 16m
pitchs fnd at the bottom of this tho main stroamway starts of L
with improssivo dimonsions but oventually ends in a choked sump -
no hopo for diving. Kirk Pot is woll worth a visit, but culy in
good woathore Its normally a dry trip but fills, entirecl,, to theo

roof in minutes if any water starts dowm the Gill.

NoCoWe

SELF - ITFELINING: A SELF .. RESCUE PROCEEDURE

The practico of solf-lifelining ladder pitches by meoans of a

fixod rope and Clog sooms to be increasing in popul arity. The
purposo of a lifeline is to prevent injurics or worse in tho ovent
of a laddor or bolay breakago, (falling off laddors boing against
most clubs’ rulos)e Yot littlo thought soams to have boon given

to what tho %langling man™ might do after a broakage if ho is using
a solf-lifolining devico. Tho man who solf-lifolines is gonorally
tho last down or tho first up a pitch and thorofore can oxpoct no
holp from the rost of tho party bolow. Also, if the Clog is used

by moans of a. crab connocting it to a waistlength rathor than a
sit-sling, thon thoro 1s not a groat concious while loft in which
to docido what to do. Doscribed bolow is a procoodureo which has
boon tried with tho above thoughts in mind.

- 15 -




Lack of roalism in tho diagrams is duo to an inability 4
jow of the ropo wnobstructed oy O dpg

¢
" oy,

and a wish to havo tho V

xplanatOI'Y- Tn figuro 2 tho vietim hag
puly
Qq

k ropo from bolow tho Clog and is ty4
ng s
his foot so as to ta -
0 tho

Figurc 1 is solf ©
up SOmo of tho slac
ovorhand knot in wh
woight of his body of
is quito polaxing and €0
rhand knot tho corroc

ich to put ono of
£ his waistlongth; figuro 3. This
4ld bo sustainod for somo time I;;?ltion
* Wing

0

oo t distanco down the ropo warrants
practico. o

po bolow tho overhand knot is pulled up bot
o

and knot 1is tiod and is fixed to the oon

> Crab

Tho ropo still hangs botwoon tp,

0

In figurc 4 tho ro
the logs: anothor oveorh

connocting Clog and waistlongthe

logs and in figuro 5 our friond
grabbod the ropCs pulled it up ro
uldor so as to bo in tho classic absoiling

ovor tho othor sho
position. In figuro 6 the fine follow has uncrabbod himsolf f
] rom

his waistlongth and is abseiling down, (slowly tho postorior warms)
i ms),

has roachod down by his sido ang
und ono hip across his chost and

ReM.Thomsone

A STAR_IS BORN

Whon I first saw Sid Porou’s f 41m ™Tho Lost Rivor of Gaping Gi11"
T was as much fascinated by the commontary as by tho photography
and I bogan thinking of ways to work in phraseos like ®, ,only the
fittost and most oxporiencod cavers can hope to got through®s whon
doscribing my last journey to tho Eastor sories without lotting

tho fact that it had beon on the Froshors tripe

son for boind

I am porsonally all in favour of acquiring a roputat
veolling down

t :
ough and foarloss by this method rathor than by gro

- 16 -




_,,’-—""

-

>

e

Ty
(’;’.:L..ei‘/’/P?\

/

¢

3, Foot into
loop

5 Rope round
bady info
ahseiling
pasition

N ———

i

1: The ladder

breaks

2;Tying the first
— overhond knot

4;Tying the
q second
overhand
knot

6: Abseiling down




nasty, dangorous, todious SUper sevoros. Thus whon I found that
our Prosidont and tamo CPC 0scapoo Koith Praston had porsuadod tho
collogo Film Socioty to make a £4lm of us dofying death in an epic
Calf Holos = Browgill expedition I was vory oxitod and bogan

planning an accormpanying commontary that would onsuro me a contract
to undorstudy Soan Connory.

Proparation for tho trip was also a rofroshing change from routine,
rathor than stand around in Pubs drinking to try to got rid of

a guilty fooling that I ought to be training I spent my ovecirings
constructing a now belt out of bright orango wobbing that wild
show wp well on a colour film, and ropairing my wot suit (iho

knoos had worn out duo to my practico of praying for stsec..th at
tho bottom of long pitchos).

Finally tho groat day arrived and found mo standing arousl at the
Calf Holos ontrancoe with a comb in my helmot and trying to keep my
bost profile to the camora. I was a little takon aback to find
that tho camoraman had mado no provision for lighting, I havo
noticod bofore that non-cavers find it curiously diffi-uit to.
grasp tho fact that there is no light at all undergrow:i. Howover
ho was shooting 16mm Ektachrome film uwprated to 110u ASA and we
know that tho passages inside wore small and light coloured so we
took down a numbor of spare Nife calls and hopod for tho bost.

4 portablo tapo rocordor was also making tho trip to record any
intoresting drips, curses otc.

[fter taking somo shots of tho m.oor and of tho ontrance pitch in
Kodachrome 2 wo switchod to Ektachrome for tho passago a 1little

dovmstroam. This is fairly largo, about 3m high and 5m wido, but
wo woro ablo to bring all the colls into play. As we startod up

again'T found to my horror that all tho cells had beon left for

Mo to carry. My ploas having no offect I was forced to stagg

DR e
ol L s
. doa N
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along bosido tho cameraman lighting up points of interost
?

th
also moant that I did not get on the film myself at all, 1s

A 1ittlo footago was taken in Hainsworth crawl but unfortunatol

tho climb down tho watorfall following could not be flmod 4 t:l);

chambor was obviously too largo. Finally at tho Browgily Ontl‘anQ:
growing tirod of my constant whimporing the camoraman consont,eg t;
film mo walking out of the cavo. But my belt had got all mucdy and
I had lost my comb, it just wasn’t tho samo. Wo thon gavo thg thin,
up for tho day having shot 15 minutes of film in a tyo hour o, 2

cortainly tho fastost filming trip I ovor heoard of.

L fow days lator wo hoard tho distressing news, very littlo of
tho undorground shots had come out. Tho Calf Holes stroamway haq
not although tho bedding planc exit from Hainsworth erawl hog and
so had the Browgill stroamway whore it is narrow. The moorland
and ontrance pitch shots woro all right of course, and the
silhouotto of tho Browgill ontrance from inside was very offoctive
if corny. As those wero not enough to make a stand-alono film the
excorpts will be put into the Collego quarterly neowsreel and may
be good for publicity, but my hopes of lying on the Hollywood
sands and staring at tho stars (or vico versa) appear to be
dashod for tho timo boing.

Tony Roynolds.

CAVING IN PERU 1972

Following in tho wako of Tony Waltham®s Himalayan expodition
Imporial Colloge Caving Club aro taking up a similar thome in tho
Poruvian Andos this summor. Tho arca choson is situatod in
Contral Poru 120km NE of Lima and 25km south of Lage Junin. It
consists of a plateau at 4000m on almost horizontally bedded

L) |
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Mosozo1c limestonos and shales, the plateau is dissocted by river
yalloys haVlng floors botween 3000 and 3500m. The plateau aroa is
about lOOkm and aorial photographs show that the drainago is all

andorgrounde They also show many othor signs of karstification
including dry valloys, pavemont and a vory largo numbor of
shakeholos many of which show olongation. The river valloys contain
sovoral springs and some of those give riso to largo torracds of
calcorcous tufa. Many of tho tufa torracos cotain caves of thoir
own, often taking tho whole rivor flow.

. The oxpodition will bo in the fiold for throo months end wilid
carry out a cormprohonsive scientific programmo. Thais consists of
toporraphical and goological surveying, with somo geomo-*ologye
Thore will also bo a hydrological programme with somo w:ior

chomistry.
Tt is hoped to publish some preliminary rosults of theo expcdition

of intorost to cavors in tho noxt issuo of this journal, this will
appoar by Docomber 1972; a complete roport will follow.

R.Bowsore

MAYPOLING IN ROWTEN POT

Sittlng outsido the club hut at Braida Garth on a plorlously warm
summor Saturday (1969 actuallv). someone asks about the avon at
tho bottom of Rowten which is marked on DB's survoy. So wo all
sot off, taking a fow bits of mcvpoih for a look round.

Quickly down the main pitch, round tho bypass, down the ém pitch,
missod out tho 1lm pitch (by using a 6m pitch instead, which is

dry [it is possible to travorse out further and climb down avoiding
tha uso of laddor]) and then we wore at the bottom.

“
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The sumps looked wet so we went along the rift to the aven,
What aven? - We could see the roof 8m up, so we set off back
upwards. Up the two 6m pitches and Dave Cobley notices a narroy
rift with a trickle of water coming down it. Ho masters a 5m
climb, ladders it for the lessor mortals and disappears.

*An avon®™, ho shouted back; in it, a bit of old pole from some
previous attompt by porsons unknown, who had just got this fap,
Our own poles wore passed up and Maypole pitch was soon climbed,
6m with a narrow awkward climb off at tho top. Just round tho

cornor thore is another aven but tho poles woro too short so we

rotroated for the day.

Surday morning and we found another pioce of pole under the hut.
Pullod it out and the hut did not fall down so we sot off onco
again for Rowton. We had been wondoring whoro the water came from,
Tho only known sink to the north is Green Laids Pot, which John
had blastod into the weck before but it had become too tight at
tho bottom of the first pitch 9m down. Did tho water go to Rowten
along the joints at a high level? Consoquently there was a large
party down on tho Sunday - John Southworth, Jim Cinningham, Jim
(Oxfam) Farnworth, Davo Cobley, Dave Fisher, Kenny Taylor, Tony
Waltham and Davo Taylor - all Wanderors with a fow visitiors more

on tope

The 9m aven was wot. Wo had triod leongthoning our polo the previous
day with a pioco of old car found in tho main shaft - henco Axle
Pot - and though still short of the top wo had scen tho way on =
straight up tho wator. But at least tho water was warm - for we
only had woolios on. Tony won the raco to be first up the now
longer polo and found a larger passage at tho top. Everyono followed
up and continuod along the rift, up a climb into a widor chamber -
Straw Chambor. A notch was cut round the floor of the chambor

into a shalo bod, which contains a profusion of short straws.




o7 imbing up tho walls of the chambor revealed the water pouring
dovn through massos of black gritstone boulders - no chanco
without dospurate bang and run techniquos. Jim forcod the
southbound rift to whare ho could hear wator in the main rcute
put could not got through. Dave Fishor was waved on “ho ond of
tho polo up tho aven below the 3m climb, but found %% tco tight.
oxfam and Tony survoyod out and also addod tho docorated Caleite

Tnlot and somo floorloss rifts noar tho main shaft to the survey.

Tho suwrvoy showed tho top of our inlot to bo almost below Lho
ontrancos Doos the wator loak in from thoe floor of tho sticamway
sn Rowton Cavo or tho opon gully? Henco tho namo Loak Inlot.
oxfam had a look down the stroarbcd but found no obvic-: «inke
Tt may be worth a look ono day, beocausc if such a leaka. doos
supply the wator, banging may divert all the wator down Leak
Inlst and leave Rowten Pot a dxy trip.

Tony Wzltham,
The following article is reprinted from Canadian Caver. it can

be obtainod for 1 dollar (inc postago), from :The Caniiian Caver®

Dopartmont of Goology, McMaster University,Hamilton. (utario.

ON ROPES AND LADDERS

On a typical Znglish caving trip tho party sots off with a

groat hoap of ropo and ladder. At cach pitch tho laddor is
thrown down and a double lifoli.o put on, usually rowd a

Pﬂl’oy. In Amorica the party usuaily just carrios rope and

| rappols and prusiks oach pitch. Why tho difference? Cloarly

tho Bnglish systom is inherentiy safer, but weighs and costs
considorably moreo than the single rappeol rope. On laddors ono
has two chancos: failure of tho laddor, belay or lifelino should
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not bo disastorous if tho gear is boing properly used. Tireq
cavors can bo holped to c¢limb the laddor or can bo lowored to
await roscue in comfort. On rappol, failuro of the ropo, bolay
point, soat sling or rack can all causo disastor. An oxhausteq
cavor on tho ropo may bo unable to help himself or to bo holpeq
by his companions. Howovor climbing laddors is moro tiring thap
prusiking and it is possiblo to rost comfortably on prusik,

Aro Amoricans substituting cheoapnoss and convonience for safoty?
Laddors are moro costly than ropes. Good homomade ladder costs
about 50c a foot, and with ropa at about 15¢ a foot, tho laddoer
systom costs fivo times as much as the single rappel ropo.

Ladders howovor last longer than ropes: some laddor mado thirty
yoars ago is still in rogular uso in Bngland. Onc also has to
considor tho cost of individual prusik goar. A jumar rig with
broak bars costs 40 dollars or so - cnough to pay for 80 foot
of laddor. |

Thon thero is the convenionce of rappol ropes. You order a coil
of ropo and off you go. Ladders do takoc time to make, unloss one

is willing to spond 1.00 to 1.50 dollars a foot on constructod
laddor of dubious quality. The othor important point is tho

oaso of climbing - on short pitches it is quicker and far moro
convoniont to climb laddorse. Prusiking a 20 foot pitch takes a
fair timo considoring the time takon to got into the prusik goar.
On wot pitchos good cavers can run up ladders vory fast, while
tho same pitch may be almost impossible on prusik. Conversoly
long pitches arc bost climbed on prusik - T would like to sco
somoono laddor a 1000 foot pitch. This gives tho best insight
into tho difforonco botwoon English and American cavers. BEnglish
caves tond to have many short and wet pitches. American cavos,
morc ospocially, Moxican caves, have long, ofton dry, pitchos.
Thus Amoricans aro not just lazy and thrifty; tho prusik systom
15 bost for tho cavos they encounter. And whon Americans do try
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Jaddors occasionally thoy use ludicrous equipmont. Thus I have
3’ =
5 and ovon 20 inch spacod laddors beoing used while it is

1
soon T
Onsidorod bost to plimb 10 inch laddor. Somo poople zecm to
c * -
bs tituto tho laddor for the ropo without using a 1if~Llinn
5
pich is & dangorous practice oven on short pitchos.
Wl

Cavors aro basically consorvative. Thus mwny Englich covors
sopsidor prusiking to be unsafo whilo fioricans ofton view ladders

in tho same waye Thoy both soom to havo their place, so hore

at iiciastor wo try to combine tho two systems, using the

1ngrainod 1addor techniquo and tho nowly-tried prusiking systome
J «Coward,

AVATIABLE LIGHT IN AGEN ALILWEDD

In tho days whon I was young and fit I often usod to taeke my
camora underground. Howover I was constantly boing disappointed
whon my picturos of subjocts softly and subtly 1it by carbides
and Nifos turnod out in stark black and whito blocks. it

occurod to my innocont young mind that this rmight be “zause I
had lot off a large coarse flashbulb at the timo, vl vaat it
might bo worthwhilo to try taking picturos by  ‘availalio 1light®,
that is , just by tho powor of tho headlamps.

Springing into action with my usual tigor-liko spood, a moro
six yoars found mo standing likc an idiot in my bodrcom with my
holmot and eoll on, tsking pi+—::ns of a wardrobe. Tho T im/
dovolopor combination was tho it poworful I could fixd and
consistod of Kodak 2475 Rocom!’ig $ilm (nominally 1502 ASA)
pushod with Maxitol and D76 fow as far as I could got it, which
turned out to bo in the region of 12,800 ASA. This proved
sufficiont to got good pictures of a wardrobe at 3m with camora

e
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sottings of 1/125 at f1.l4.

Encouraged by this I resolved to take my camera on tho next moot,,
which was to Wales. As I would bo shooting widc open and at sloy
speed I took a 28mm wide-angle lens to cut down camera shako

and focusing “robioms, tho maximum aperture howevor was only
f3.5 but with a numbor of lights around I thought it would be
sufficiont. On our arrival at tho ontranco to Agon Allwodd it yag
raining, to ovoryonos amazement, and wo stood around in front

of a small rusty door in a cliff waiting for Koith to arrivo with
tho koy. Koith finally appoarod woaring a plastic mac over his
boilor suit and carrying an umbrella. Ho lot us in, 21l sixtoon
of us woro going down at onco as it was roputod to bo a large
cavo. Just insido tho entranco to my swrprisc (I haven’t dono
much Wolsh caving) there was a small wooden writing desk with

a visitors book on it, and also somo coat hooks on which Keith
hung his mac and umbrella. After signing in wo procecded to mako
our way through tho entrance sories which was mado only slightly
moro interosting by the fact that somoono had stolen tho
tolophone wiro a fow woeks earliers We oventually arrived at the
Main Passago, a kilometro or so of sandy railway tunnel
extromoly large and foatureless. We trotted up this at a good
paco, occasionaly passing signs saying things like ‘Keep Agon
/11wodd Clean” until my eyes woro only capablo of registoring
sandy brown till Koith condescendod to give us a rest. Whilo I
was taking a fow moro picturos, Leslio, a long haired poot with
a doath wish that impolls him to do things liko go caving and
dico with tractors on narrow roads, bogan pecling off a littloe
layored mud from tho floor and oating it, claiming that it had
the colour and consistoncy of milk chocolate. Soon we wore all
sitting round cating mud and agrooing that it was just like
chocolate until tho club Old Woman turnod up and began lecturing
us for consuming a feature of valuable sciontific intorest. Half
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sourco is includod in a pleturo, but this was worso than I hg
oxpoctod. A bottor eoatod lons than tho Lydith might cut thig
dowm, but in gonoral it scems that tho bost policy is to got 4y,
subjocts to twrn thoir boams on oach othore Most of tho Picturgs
woro taken at 1/15 or 1/30 at £3.5 at distancos up to about sy,
With a largor aporturo lons or in a small chambor (conspicuousiy
lacking in Aggy) this might bo increased to around 10m. Tho
nogatives woro of good contrast and printed woll on Agfa Normal
papor, and although tho results can hardly bo said to bo grainlegg
I think thoy do tond to convey tho atmosphereo bottor than most
flash shots.

I had takon tho precaution of including Koith in tho majority
of tho photographs and whon I showed him tho rosults he simporod
a bit and sugrostod that a photographic trip might be a good
idoa some day, and could he come along? With luck I might ovon
bo ablc to got him to carry the cameras

Tony Roynolds.

LOST JOHNS® WET PITCH AREA

Ovor tho last yoar or two Imperial Colloge Caving Club and
Chelsoa Collogo Caving Club have beon rapidly approaching tho
rocord for tho most dosconts of Lost Johns’s Unfortunately no
significant progross was being made in tho way of discoverios.
Small jobs worc dono such as bolting up to the top of the
large aven in Lyle Cavorn looking for a passage which lator
appoarod only 16m up on a ledgo that wo had alroady explorode
Not to bo beaton, wo followed up an idoa from Tony Waltham. Ho
had noticod an aven about 10m above the stroam noar the bottom
of Wot Pitch. /s wo had somo maypole down Lost Johns® (courtosy
of HWCPC) and with nothing but our virginity to lose it was
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above, Agen Allwedd by available light

left, Lost Johns'; Lyle Cavern High Level Series-
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doeidod to havo a look at this aven.

Tho party consisted of Rog Bowsor, Bill Frost, Martin Loach,

Viv Satehwoll, Robin Thomson, Tony Waltham, John Walkington and
Tony White. The maypoles woro well hiddon in tho Mastor Cavo
just upstroam of Groundsheot Junction - so woll hiddon that it
took almost half an hour to find them. Tho journoy to the bottom
of Wot Pitch is not very long, probably just as woll, as it

doos not do onc much good to have a 3m maypole pushed up ono’s

roar ovory minuteo or so.

LAs ono doscends from Wot Pitch, thoro is a travorse above tho
stroam, which turns a right hand bond and follows the stroam
down to tho top of Last Pitch. Just aftor this first corner thoro
is a lodge to tho right which seems to go nowhoro. 6m of

maypole and ladder woro ereocted and yours truly being the
smallost was told to got up. On roaching a small ledge I could
sooc an oponing anothor 6m above me. Another ladder was tiod on
and Robin camo up to the ledgoe. The maypole was lifted up and
pushod into the holo.

It tho top thoro was a passage im wido and 3m high. Thoro is

a zood bolay point and tho ladder was secured. Whilo evoryono
clamborod up wo wont on to oxploro. Aftor about 15m of easy
vadosc passage wo camo to a U4m pitch, followed immodiately by
anothor pitch. Words travollod back for moro laddor which was
producod with romarkablo spoods At tho bottom of the first
pitch we found a chambor with an oval shaped floor and a fissure
in tho roof. This was pushed but wont nowhere. The chambor is
about 6m high and 3m across with a floor of dry mud. Proccoding
down tho noxt pitch wo dosconded into a slightly larger chambor
with a damp mud floor and a crawl loading offe. Thoro are two
imponotrablo par3a;0s in the chambor: on bypassing the pitch




and tho othor loading down in tho sido of the chambey
»

the
which tho sound of running water can bo hoard, SREN

Wo all assomblod in tho chambor to oxchange

improssions and vy,
Tony said this was whoro the stream original s

1y wont bofope it
broko downwards to last pitch ie. along its prosont coursqg Thi
J s

soams about tho only answor, unloss of courso thore is an in "
Q
somowhoro abovo Battlo Axe on the opposite side.

To roturn to tho gathoring oxitoment was still rumning high s,
wo procccdod along tho crawle It startod off as a hands and knoos
crawl but soon doscondod to flat outs Tho mud floor is vory dry
with 6em cracks. Tho first obstacle was an old gowor which was
soon damolisho? with my Nifo cell, trouble was that it demolisheg
my Nifo ccll also. Quick fiddling rostorod about 50% intonsity,
Prossing on for about anothor 3m wo camo to another gowor, this
onc moro rosiliont than the other. Nifc cells prove futile so a
lump hammor was produced and the gowor broken down to a squooze.
lnothor 2m further on led to an 11m pitch with an oxtremoly
hairy take-offs. Tho pitch leads into a chambor with a mud floor
and a small holeo about 10cm diameter winding its way intc the
mud. Tho chambor itsolf is about 12m high with quito extonsivo
calcite formations on the walls. The floor of the chambor is

boing dug at tho moment.
John Walkington.

Sinco tho abovo article was written thoro has boon another

‘dovolopment in tho area. Preston Caving Club have scaled tho Rough

Pot Tnlet and discovered a short sorios of avons and crawls,
soo survoye Tho crawls have yot to be pushed to a conclusion but
thoy don’t soom to hold out much hopo for oxtonsions. Tho Rough
Pot wator was dyo testod and scomed to loak back into tho Lost
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Johns stream rathor than como down tho Rough Pot Inlet, porhap$s
it noods ronaming.

On a rocont trip to tho areca wo mado an interosting discoveorye
By maypoling back into our now extonsion and then laddering
down tho othor sido of tho lodge leading to Maypole passagos
an 8m pitch lod to a ledgo in the main stroam passage about
12m we At tho ond of this ledgo a short climb gave a small
passage loading into tho Rough Pot Inlot, see surveye.

Rog Bowsore.

ENTRANCE HEIGHTS ON LECK FELL

[fter the publication of Tony Waltham's Leck Foll Survey it

bacamo obvious that either the survey must be wrong or tho
altitudos givon on tho 6™ Ordnance Survey maps wore in error,
assuming that Lost Johns® resurges at Leck Bock Head. Tho latter
point was cloarod up by a succossful dye test and so a surfaco
survoy was callod for. The survoy was carried out from Ordnance
Survoy Bonch Marks on tho road going up the fell. These woro
lovollod at tho beginning of this century and tho heights obtained
from that dato havo beon corrected for chango in mean sea leovel.
'Bonch Marks woro chosen as near as possiblo to the expoctod
ontranco height in order to cut down tho numbor of sights
necessary. Lovolling was done by Autosot and the traverses were
unclosod, though thore is no roason- to oxpoct an orror ospocially
on tho short travorses. Reference points wero chiseled at the
entrancos lovolled, these aro in tho shapo of a T and were
lovolled to tho horizontal bar. It would be useful if futuro .
surveyors could tie tholr surveys in to these roferonce points.
Tho survey dotails are shown bolow and 1t is oxpocted that the
travorsos will .o closod in the noar futuro.
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lost Johns’

0S bonch mark SDA69786 1147.0° OD

Rof point on right hand wall of lost Johns’' stream near pool
5m from ontranco. Altitude 352.87m (1157.7°) OD,

Notts Pot
0S bonch mark SD673788 1233.9° OD \
Ref point on top of limestonc outerop to tho right of the stake
abovo tho pitch. [ltitude 370.52m (1215.6°) OD.

Gavel Pot

0S bench mark SD667785 1098.1° 0D

Rof point on limostone block at top of gully outside fenco.
Atitude 328.12m (1076.5°) OD

Lock Beck Head
0S bench mark SD656776 209.58m OD

Ref point on outcr?p on left hand side of Beck between normal
and flood resurgencos. Altitude 215.49m (707.0°) OD
Lovel of wator at normal resurgence 213.34m (699.9°) OD.

One or two intoresting points arise from this data. Lost Jomms’
can only be 139.5m deep (4587), hence it is probable that there
is a 10% orror in tho Leck Fell survoy. If onc accopts the error
in tho survoy and assume that it is in the ontranco series thon
tho Rumbling Hole inlet ties in niceoly with Rumbling Holo without
having to postulate a pitch. Howevor it would be useful if
Rumbling Holo ontrance were levelled. The altitude of the Notts
sump is thon 249m 0D and the Gavel sump 219m 0D, so that diving
upstroam in Gavel should lead to a passago with 36 of hoight to
gain bofore roaching Notts. Downstream Gavel 1s less interesting
being only 6m above Leck Beck Head.

Rog Bowser.
-30 -




REVIEWS

Vorthern Caves Volume 1 - Wharfdale.
bv DoBrook' R.G. COG' GoMoDaviGS a.nd M' H'I’ong'
Dalesman Books 1bhpp pbk 90p

The first of a three volume serins to replace Permmino
Underground - and a universal familiarity with P.U. makes
comparison tho best criticism.

Tho groater sizo (8 x 12.5em) and papor cover ronders N.Cele
loss of a pocket book than P.U., but it's not too big and

paperbacks aro choapest.

Tho arca covorod by ¥.C.1.,"Niddordalo, Upper Wharfdale,
littondale and lMalhamdalo and the hills botwoon theso dalos®™ is
divided into twolve areas, and the cavos of ocach area are
describod togother in alphabotical ordor. This is a major
jmprovement ovor P.U. An indox refers one to the page numbors
of tho cave doscriptions.'It would havo been nice though if tho
namo of the arca had beon printed at the top of overy pago.

The doseriptions follow the P. U stylo and format, but ovory
measurcmont, in both descriptions and tacklo lists, is givon
in foot and motros. I found this offputting whon reading tho
deseriptions. A novel and nico foaturo is lino plans for tho

major systomse

Thoro is a total aroa map at the boginning covoring two pages

and tho two pagos are in tho wrong ordor. A rosulting suspicion

of bad editing doos not seom to bo borno out by the remaindor
of tho book.




h‘-—‘*,g,,,. -

This spiol is a wasto of time; if you’vo bought this journal
you 11 certainly buy N.C.l. It' s good, and tho throe volumes

should mako a worthy successor to P.U. - though as to the price
of tho noxt volumo, your guess is as good as mine, unloss it's “°

90p.
R.M.T,

Journal of tho Cravon Pothole Club, 1971 (Vol 4, No 5)
65p from J.J.Watorfall, 10 Shoop St., Skipton, Yorkshire.

Noarly ovory yoar the CPC producos ono of tho bost of the caving
journals. 1971 is no exception and its value is excellent with

60 pagos, R photographs and twelve surveys, oven at the rathor
high price. Thore is a good proportion of well writton articloes
on Yorkshiro cavos, including original oxploration, and that

in Robin Hood 's Cave is most interesting. A long article describes
tho succosscs of tho Norway eoxpodition and shorter articles
concorn caves in Iroland, Iran and tho Himalaya. A most
i1luminating doscription of the woaknosscs of some laddor
forrulos should provide considorable food for thought.

It is unfortunate that such an excellently presented journal
should be marrod by features of some of the surveys. Six of them
aro includod as loose sheots - a wrotchod nuisance to all oxcept
tho printor; but two could ecasily be roduced to single pagos and
throo more could go in the pages with only minimal cartographic
planning. Also some surveys have Hhysical measurements™ included
on thom - such data 1s wastod on tho survey and should bo
annotatod in tho teoxt. Finally two survoys aro of extensions to
caves, yot givo no relationship to tho rost of the cave excopt
"old cavo® written at ono end of tho survey. Particularly in the
case of simplo systoms, as both thosec aro, at least a small
outlino insot survey of the whole, extonded, system should be




neluded.

Porhaps thoso eriticisms are hard - thoy are reoally aimed at
journal editors in gonoral and mot just at this ono. And tho 1971
CPC journal is undeniably ono of the best caving publications
available ~ this is meant to be read as a good review.

A. C .w.

The Caves of the Alum Pot Area by A.J.Milner.
25p from the Distribution Manager, ULSA, University Union, Leeds 2

The Caves of the Alum Pot Area is a new departure in caving
publications from ULSA, Tt provides a complete deseription of

a caving area together with hydrological information, photographs
and a survey. It is well set out and provides a useful '
contribution to caving literature. It is however not above
criticism, tho quality of reproduction of the photographs

is extremely poor and though this may not be the fault of the
author it reflects on the publication as a whole. The survey is
up to the usual high Leeds standard but the cartographer has
made the cardinal sin of drawing true north on a 100m National
Grid line, admittedly in the Alum Pot Area true north is only
18'E of grid north but in some areas the difference is far

larger than the survey errors

ReJoBe

University of leeds Speleolo s 0 Nos 9,10.
25p each from ULSA == address above.

Tt usually as much as a normal club can do to produce one jouwrnal
but Leeds, not being a normal club, have produced two at once.
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ULSA Roviews 9 and 10 reflect the activities of Northern clubs
over the last year. Review 9 is mainly concerned with desecriptions
of new passage in the Three Countles system - a valuable article
on the Earby extensions in lancaster Hole and a useful description
of Pippikin Hole.

Review 10 centres on the club’s activities in France last summer
and the Berger article makes amusing and 11luminating reading.

The Reviews contain photographs for the first time and their
quality is surprisingly good for an inexpensive caving publication.

R.J.B.

The Canadian Caver No 5
1 dollar from "The Canadian Caver®, Dept. of Geology,

Mcliaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. (+50c post)
AL 62pp 1itho 8 photographs 8 surveyse.

Though not of direct interest to cavers in this country the
Canadian Caver is a must for anyone interested in world-wide

speleclogy. The editorial content is good and inclades
descriptions of major cave systems in Canada as well as
historical accounts of caving in Canada. A considerable
proportion of the Canadian caving population is of British
origin and this is reflected in the names of some of the caves
and the CRG standard surveys. Altogether a good buy, especially
for a forward looking club library. 1 :

ReJoBe




